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DRISCOLL BABCOCK GALLERIES presents Edwin Dickinson: Graphic Enigmas, a cogent 
selection of drawings by the singularly influential American artist Edwin Dickinson (1891–1978). 
Dickinson defies classification within the boundaries of any single art movement or style: he is 
esteemed as both a representational painter grounded in the traditions of El Greco and 
Edouard Manet, and as a prescient formal innovator much admired by the Abstract 
Expressionists Willem de Kooning and Jack Tworkov. Exceptional graphite and extremely rare 
pastel works are included and provide an unusual opportunity to see rarely-exhibited drawings 
by this American visionary eccentric.  

Comprised of works dating from 1911to 1961, this selection represents the range of 
Dickinson’s subject matter: nudes, portraits, architectural drawings, and landscapes. 
Furthermore, they offer insight into the artist’s methods of observation and abstraction as he 
developed original stylistic innovations in his drawings and paintings of this period. A born 
draftsman, Dickinson conceived of and executed his drawings independent of his paintings. 
His subtle, naturalistic skill belies a tendency to intertwine what appears to be visually both 
real and unreal, to explore perspective and light, and to distill and abstract forms— creating 
what Lloyd Goodrich has called the “precise realism of dreams.”  

Dickinson’s inventive approach was revered by postwar abstract expressionists such as Willem 
de Kooning, Arshile Gorky, and Jack Tworkov, and he showed alongside such artists at the 
Stable Gallery throughout the 1950s. In 1963 Yale University Press and The Drawing Society 
published “The Drawings of Edwin Dickinson” which was followed in 1965 by the Whitney 
Museum of American Art’s major retrospective of his work. Dickinson was the lead American 
artist at the 1968 Venice Biennale.  

Elaine de Kooning described him as “a great artist [who] reconciles poetry with perspective” 
and Jack Tworkov said “Dickinson was the greatest artist America has produced-in any 
century.” Dickinson’s emotional torque and tension resonates in these drawings, and 
throughout the artist’s probing and enigmatic oeuvre.  

Edwin Dickinson, FEMALE LEANING AGAINST CHAIR, 
1911, Graphite on paper, 24 x 18 ¾ inches 

 



 
For additional information and images, please contact Tess Schwab, Director 

tschwab@driscollbabcock.com  
 

Driscoll Babcock has been exclusive agent for the Heirs of Edwin Dickinson for over 25 years, 
and has staged six solo exhibitions of his work, including most recently Edwin Dickinson: In 
Retrospect (2011) which received robust reviews in The Wall Street Journal. Dickinson’s work 
has been shown in over 75 solo exhibitions in major museums and galleries worldwide 
including important retrospectives at the Whitney Museum of American Art; Albright-Knox Art 
Gallery, Buffalo, NY; The National Academy of Design, New York; and the Hirshhorn Museum 
and Sculpture Garden, Washington, D.C. Today Dickinson’s work is represented in virtually 
every major American public collection, including the Museum of Modern Art and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Fine Arts Museum of San 
Francisco. Over the past two decades, Driscoll Babcock has sold more than 100 Dickinson 
paintings and drawings to important public and private collections.  
 
ABOUT DRISCOLL BABCOCK GALLERIES 
Driscoll Babcock’s program creates a dialogue between the past and the present- showing 
contemporary artists whose work is grounded in the history of art, yet engaged with the most 
pertinent issues of today, as well as historical American art.  
 
As New York’s oldest art gallery, Driscoll Babcock’s prestigious 163 year history predates the 
founding of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Whitney Museum of American Art.  The 
gallery has shown some of the most influential artists of the 19th and 20th centuries - during 
their lifetimes - including George Inness, Winslow Homer, and Marsden Hartley. During the 
20th and 21st centuries, the gallery has continued to present masterpieces by Milton Avery, 
Robert S. Duncanson, Arthur Dove, Stuart Davis, and Franz Kline, to name a few, and place 
these works in prominent institutions such as the National Gallery of Art, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and Smithsonian American Art Museum, as well as important private 
collections throughout the world.  
 
With the gallery’s 2012 move to Chelsea, Driscoll Babcock has expanded to encompass 
contemporary art. Presenting significant art of the 19th and 20th centuries in conjunction with 
our contemporary program, Driscoll Babcock shows that what is classic can be contemporary, 
and what is contemporary can be classic.   
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