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MINNESOTA MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART PRESENTS THE STUDIO SESSIONS: MINNESOTA ARTISTS IN THE 
1970s, OPENING AUGUST 15, 2013, AT THE MMAA PROJECT SPACE.

St. Paul, MN, July 9, 2013

“I hope that viewers will appreciate the connections that these photos make between the 
artists and their work, and that they will get a sense of the artistic community that 
developed some 40 years ago and that is still 
important in our lives.”  – Victor Bloomfield

In the early 1970s, Victor Bloomfield, professor of 
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Biophysics at 
the University of Minnesota, embarked on a 
project to document the Twin Cities art scene 
through photography. Bloomfield was inspired by 
Italian photographer Ugo Mulas, whose images of 
New York artists, New York, the New Art Scene, 
was published in the mid-1960s. Bloomfield’s 
pictures evidence a knack for compelling portraiture 
and off-the-cuff documentary photography. The 
Studio Sessions: Minnesota Artists in the 1970s features a selection from this important body of work, 
displayed alongside an artwork by each artist photographed. Some of the artist selections are from the period; 
others are more recent pieces that demonstrate the artists’ evolving practice. The exhibition offers a range of 
mediums, including paintings, prints, sculpture, and ceramics. In total, Studio Sessions features 64 pieces 
including 34 photographs by Victor Bloomfield and 30 works of art from Minnesota artists, 9 of which are culled 
from the MMAA’s permanent collection. 

The Studio Sessions: Minnesota Artists in the 1970s encapsulates a critical time in local history. Bloomfield’s 
pictures are defined by a compelling, evocative naturalism, beautifully capturing regional artists such as 
Warren MacKenzie and Nancy Randall in their studios absorbed in their work or posing for the camera. Other 

important figures from this period, such as 
influential museum directors Sam Sachs and 
Martin Friedman, or pioneering gallery owner 
Suzanne Kohn Zarling, are also part of the series. 

When viewed with the work of the profiled artists, 
Bloomfield’s photographs showcase the enduring 
power of Minnesota’s creative community. Studio 
Sessions curator and MMAA Curator of Engagement 
Christina Chang, stated, “I’ve been introduced to 
ever-expanding and intricately related networks of 
local artists, many of whom are still actively 
practicing art though they may have been out of the 
public eye for many years. It has been really fun to 
connect with all of these artists and see their 

reactions to photographs of themselves taken four decades ago.” In interviewing some of these artists, all agree 
that this moment crystallized the local art scene through their collective effort to bring greater visibility and 
recognition to Minnesota artists. Their labors have clearly paid off, as the Twin Cities continues to thrive as a place 
for artists, arts lovers, collectors, scholars, and more.

(Continued)

Images left to right: Victor Bloomfield, Untitled 
(Stuart Nielsen), 1975, gelatin silver print, 
8 x 12 inches. Collection Victor Bloomfield; 
Stuart Nielsen, Untitled, 1976, pastel on paper, 
30 x 40 ½ inches. Collection of the artist. 

Images left to right: Victor Bloomfield, Untitled (Harriet Bart), 1978, inkjet pigment print, 
8 x 12 inches. Collection Victor Bloomfield; Harriet Bart, Ledger Domain, 2009, wood and vin-
tage ledgers, 31 x 17 x 12 inches. Collection of the artist. 
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STUDIO SESSIONS 2

MMAA Project Space  332 N. Robert Street, St. Paul, MN 55101 
    651.222.6080
    www.mmaa.org

Public Opening:  
Thursday, August 15, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m. Introduction by Victor Bloomfield

Join artists from the exhibition for a 1970s themed 
event including light refreshments, exhibition-related 
participatory activities, and DJ Booka B’s set list of 
funk, jazz, and soul. 1970s attire optional, but 
encouraged!

Featured Artists: 
Harriet Bart, Hazel Belvo, Victor Bloomfield, Cameron 
Booth, Ginny Bueide, Peter Busa, Anthony Caponi, 
Carole Fisher, Syd Fossum, Frank Gaard, Richard 
Graham, Mary Griep, Curt Hoard, Shirley Johnson, 
Randy Johnston, James Kielkopf, Bob Kilbride, Eugene Larkin, Warren MacKenzie, George Morrison, 
Katherine Nash, Stuart Nielsen, Jeff Oestreich, Jerry Ott, Wayne Potratz, Nancy Randall, Tom Rose, 
Jerry Rudquist, Herman Somberg, Stewart Turnquist, and Phyllis Wiener.

High resolution images available upon request.

Images left to right: Victor Bloomfield, Untitled 
(Randy Johnston), about 1975, gelatin silver 
print, 8 x 12 inches. Collection Victor Bloomfield; 
Randy Johnston, Boat Form, 2010, wood-fired 
stoneware, 27 x 9 ¼ x 7 ½ inches. Collection 
Minnesota Museum of American Art, Purchased 
with funds given by Ruth and John Huss.


